
  St. Stephen’s Beacon  

S T .  S T E P H E N ' S  E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H  
2 2 3  E .  4 T H  S T R E E T  N . ,  N E W T O N ,  I A  5 0 2 0 8  
P H O N E  6 4 1 - 7 9 2 - 6 9 7 1  

May 2017 

   The gospel for this third Sunday of Easter 

is the story “On the road to Emmaus”. Perhaps 

you remember it. It was the third day follow-

ing the crucifixion and two disciples were 

mournfully returning home when a man joined 

them on the road. They did not know it was          

Jesus, because their eyes were closed to      

recognizing him. As they 

continued their journey 

Jesus interpreted scrip-

ture to them. Eventually 

the three sat down at the 

table, and after Jesus 

blessed and broke the 

bread their eyes were 

opened and they recog-

nized him. They immedi-

ately returned to Jerusa-

lem to share this wonder-

ful news of the risen 

Lord. 

   This always reminds 

me of our Lenten jour-

ney. We travel this              

somber road during 

Lent , studying scripture and reflecting on our            

relationship with God. On Easter Sunday we 

shout, “ Alleluia, Christ is Risen.” But it isn’t 

until we join in the breaking of the bread that 

we fully realize that God is present and walks 

with us. Our eyes are opened. 

   

 The Great Fifty Days of Easter is a time to 

let God stir our imagination as to how to            

continue God’s work, and share the good news 

of the resurrection. It is exciting to see that 

this is in full progress in our parish. This May 

we will welcome another into God’s family, 

honor a high school graduate and commit a 

long time member to 

her final resting place. 

The blessing box has 

been blessed and the 

greater community is 

taking note by giving 

and taking from the 

box. Plans are under 

way to turn part of the 

Crawford pasture into a 

food pantry garden and 

introduce a new 

JustFaith class this fall. 

We are only bound by 

our imagination to 

reach out to others and 

we receive the energy 

and support to do so 

when we join together 

each Sunday in the breaking of the bread.  
 

Alleluia, Christ is Risen Indeed! 

   May God bless you as you strive  

to fulfill God’s calling. 

From the Desk of  

Rev. Karen Crawford 
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Wednesday                                    

Evening 

Prayer                            

at  5:15 PM               

led by                               

Deacon                           

Merle Smith 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 Sunday, May 14th– Mother’s Day  

Sunday, May 21st—Graduation Celebration 

Baptism and Healing Litany   

We will be celebrating our graduate with Prayers and  a 

Reception after the 10 am Worship. Please contact Rev. Karen if you or a loved             

one is graduating from high school or college and would like  to be included.  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

MISSION COMMITTEE                                                                                         
Met at 11:15 am,  April 2, 2017 meeting called to order in prayer by Deacon Merle 

Smith. Those in attendance: Merle Smith, Steve Halstead, Jim Tracy, Kathy Trotter, 

Rita Baker, Nancy Henderson,  Meredith Tracy, Christopher Templeton and                    

Jennifer Mehmen. 

Donations have been made to: Berg Food Pantry $2,000, Jasper Co. Rescue 

League $2,000, School Lunch Program Deficit $2,000, Human Trafficking—

Newton Says No $1,000. 

A grant to the Episcopal church for the hygiene facility will be completed and         

submitted. 

Suspended meals is a program suggested that would allow the people of Newton 

frequenting a  participating restaurant to “suspend a meal” for someone else in need. 

The Mission Committee has asked the Men’s Group to set times to meet with               

restaurant owners about establishing the program. A meal could be purchased for $5 

and a certificate completed for each meal. When one of the means is given, the re-

cipient’s name would be written on the certificate for tracking purposes. This would 

help defray the cost of unused food items at the end of the day, as well as provide a 

meal for someone homeless. 

Future proposed projects: 

*In partnership with the senior living facilities and the Lions Club of Newton,                      

provide an after-school program at the facilities for benefit of latch-key children, 

and the residents. We will ask for high school volunteers. 

*In partnership with nursing homes and the Lions Club, have a small day care                 

facility in the nursing homes for the children of workers and, if possible, others 

starting new jobs and needing assistance with child care. We will ask for high 

school volunteers. 



MAY DONATIONS                     
FOR THE                                   

SALVATION ARMY 

Instant potatoes and                   

powdered milk. 

 

LITURGICAL ROSTER 

May 7 (4th Sunday of Easter)                                         

8 am Layreader/Chalice: Jim & 

Meredith T.                                                          

10 am Layreader/Chalice:: Kathy T. 

Layreader: Phyllis F. 

 Petitioner: Shannon K.                             

Ushers: Winonah M. & Ron H.      

Counter: Lorraine W.  

  

May 14 (5th Sunday of Easter and 

Mother’s Day)                                  

8 am Layreader/Chalice: Kathy T.  

10 am Layreader/Chalice: Rita B. 

Layreader: Terry G.                                     

Petitioner:  Winonah M.                         

Ushers: Paul & Kay K.                          

Counter: Janice C.  

  

May 21 (6th Sunday of Easter 

Graduation Celebration                                         

8 am Layreader/Chalice: Steve H.    

10 am Layreader/Chalice: Steve H. 

Layreader: Larry H.                         

Petitioner: Steve H.                                     

Ushers: Brenda M. & Roxanne V. 

Counter: Meredith T. 

             

May 28 (7th Sunday of Easter)      

8 am Layreader/Chalice: Jim & 

Meredith T.                                           

10 am Layreader/Chalice: Rita B. 

Layreader: Barry H.                                 

Petitioner: Shannon K.                            

Ushers: Winonah M. & Ron H.  

Counter: Rita B. 

June 4 (Day of Pentecost) 

8 am Layreader/Chalice: Kathy T. 

10 am Layreader/Chalice:  Rita B. 

Layreader: Winonah M.                     

Petitioner: Jason M.                                       

Ushers: Paul & Kay K.                              

Counter: Paul K. 

June  11 (Trinity Sunday) 

8 am Layreader/Chalice: Jim & 

Meredith T.                                                

10 am Layreader/Chalice: Kathy T. 

Layreader: Phyllis F.                                  

Petitioner: Shannon K.                          

Ushers: Winonah M. & Ron H. 

Counter: Lorraine W. 

 

We are in need of ushers, and            

Chalice Bearers, and those to sign up 

for coffee time. See Rev. Karen or 

Deacon Merle 

If you are unable to be here the  

Sunday you are scheduled, it is your 

responsibility to find a substitute or 

switch. Please let the office know. 
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Vestry meets Sunday,   

May 21at 11:30 am                        

in the undercroft 

Memorial  

Day is        

Monday             

May 29th                     
The parish office               

will be closed.                 

YEAR-TO-DATE FINANCIALS 

                                 March                          Year-to-Date 

Income                  $ 8,509.40                        $20,067.75 

Expenses              $13,286.56                       $32,958.74 

Difference            ($4,777.16)                     ($12,890.99) 

St. Stephen’s Vestry 2017 

Rev. Karen Crawford  

Rev. Merle Smith  

Steve Halstead (SW)  

Jim Tracy (JW)  

Kathy Trotter  

Christopher Templeton  

Jonnelle Farver  

Nancy Henderson  

Janice Carpenter (treasurer)  

Kay Clements  

Brenda Malott  

   every          

Sunday from  

9-9:50 am                                                 
Join us for a study 

with  various                

topics for our adults 

May Birthday                  

5-29, Lorraine Wobst 

May Anniversary 

5-28-1982, Herb & Phyllis Freeman 



St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 

223 East Fourth Street North 

Newton, Iowa 50208 

Our Vision: “To be the hands,                   

feet and face of God” 

Week of 6 Easter      

Sunday Ecclus. 43:1-12, 27-32  1 Tim. 3:14--4:5   Matt. 13:24-34a 

Monday Deut. 8:1-10 James 1:1-15 Luke 9:18-27 

Tuesday  Deut. 8:11-20 James 1:16-27 Luke 11:1-13 

Wednesday   Baruch 3:24-37 James 5:13-18 Luke 12:22-31 

Eve of Ascension 2 Kings 2:1-15 Rev. 5:1-14   

Ascension Day Ezek. 1:14, 24-28b Heb. 2:5-18   Matt. 28:16-20 

Friday Ezek. 1:28--3:3 Heb. 4:14--5:6 Luke 9:28-36 

Saturday Ezek. 3:4-17 Heb. 5:7-14 Luke 9:37-50 

Week of 7 Easter      

Sunday Ezek. 3:16-27 Eph. 2:1-10 Matt. 10:24-33, 40-42 

Monday  Ezek. 4:1-17 Heb. 6:1-12 Luke 9:51-62 

Tuesday Ezek. 7:10-15, 23b-27 Heb. 6:13-20   Luke 10:1-17 

Wednesday   Ezek. 11:14-25     Heb. 7:1-17 Luke 10:17-24 

Thursday  Ezek. 18:1-4, 19-32   Heb. 7:18-28   Luke 10:25-37                             
Friday Ezek. 34:17-31 Heb. 8:1-13 Luke 10:38-42      

Saturday Ezek. 43:1-12 Heb. 9:1-14 Luke 11:14-23 

Daily                 
Lectionary  

Week of 4 Easter      

Sunday Wisdom 1:1-15 1 Pet. 5:1-11 Matt. 7:15-29 

Monday Wisdom 1:16--2:11, 21-24  Col. 1:1-14  Luke 6:1-11 

Tuesday Wisdom 3:1-9 Col. 1:15-23 Luke 6:12-26 

Wednesday Wisdom 4:16--5:8   Col. 1:24--2:7 Luke 6:27-38 

Thursday   Wisdom 5:9-23 Col. 2:8-23 Luke 6:39-49 

Friday Wisdom 6:12-23 Col. 3:1-11 Luke 7:1-17 

Saturday  Wisdom 7:1-14 Col. 3:12-17 Luke 7:18-28(29-30)31-35 

Week of 5 Easter      

Sunday Wisdom 7:22--8:1 2 Thess. 2:13-17 Matt. 7:7-14 

Monday Wisdom 9:1, 7-18   Col. (3:18--4:1)2-18   Luke 7:36-50 

Tuesday Wisdom 10:1-4(5-12)13-21  Rom. 12:1-21  Luke 8:1-15 

Wednesday  Wisdom 13:1-9   Rom. 13:1-14 Luke 8:16-25 

Thursday   Wisdom 14:27--15:3   Rom. 14:1-12   Luke 8:26-39 

Friday  Wisdom 16:15--17:1     Rom. 14:13-23     Luke 8:40-56 

Saturday    Wisdom 19:1-8, 18-22 Rom. 15:1-13   Luke 9:1-17 

Read 

All 

About 

it 
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The Blessing of the Blessing Box  

Members of St. Stephen’s gathered on April 23 to bless the blessing box and  enjoy hot dogs and 

conversation on the Tracy’s lawn. I would like to share the prayer that was  offered during the   

blessing. 

 

“Open Our Eyes”  by Marcia Redd 

As the river of poverty widens and flows through the world, 

swallowing the lives of so many people who are in need, 

Lord, we pray that you will open the eyes of those who look astray 

as they pass by a brother or sister seeking assistance. 

Open their eyes, enlighten their minds, fill their hearts with overflowing love, 

that they may reach out to the hungry. 

May the hungry be fed and their bodies nourished-giving them hope. 

“Love one another as I have loved you” is our Savior’s greatest commandment. 

May we who have been truly blessed share blessings with the less fortunate. 

Lord help us to fulfill this commandment, continually glorifying and praising you. 

In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen 

 

If you wish to contribute there is a Blessing Box bin in Latham Hall where you may place your           

donations. Suggested items are: individual packages of non-perishable, easy open food items 

(tuna, beefaroni, meat sticks, fruit, etc.) plastic spoons, forks, socks, gloves. Travel size hygiene 

products: liquid soap, wet wipes, toothbrushes and toothpaste, chapstik, deodorant, chewable 

multivitamins, hand cleaner, bandaids, tissues, lotion, sunscreen 


